REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, November 2", 2025
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY /8:30 & 10:00 AM

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in
sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We
ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our
impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have
broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, * in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen.

* OPENING SONG

For All Your Saints, O Lord
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1 For all your saints, O Lord, who strove 1In  you to live,
2 For all your saints, O Lord, who strove in  you to die,
3 They all in life and death, with you, their Lord, in view,
4 TFor this, your name we bless  and hum - bly pray a - new
5 To God, the Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it, ev - er blest,
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who  fol - lowed you, o - beyed, a-dored,our grate-ful hymn re - ceive.
who  count-ed you their great re-ward, ac - cept our thank-ful cry.
learned from your Ho-ly Spir-it’s breath to suf - fer and to do.
that we like them in  ho - li-ness may live and die 1in you.
the One in  Three, the Three in One, be end - less praise ad - dressed.

Text: Richard Mant, 1776-1848, alt.
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)



* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those
who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

!'In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head as
he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2 I, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four
winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, * and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different
from one another. 1> As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me,[a] and the visions of
my head terrified me. '° I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all
this. So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: !7 “As for these four
great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the earth. '® But the holy ones of the Most High shall
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 46
! Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD a new song,
God’s praise in the assembly of the faithful.
’ Let Israel rejoice in their maker;
let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler.
? Let them praise their maker’s name with dancing;
let them sing praise with tambourine and harp.
*For the LORD takes pleasure in the people
and adorns the poor with victory.
> Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;
let them sing for joy on their beds.
°Let the praises of God be in their throat
and a two-edged sword in their hand,
’to wreak vengeance on the nations
and punishment on the peoples,
“ to bind their kings in chains
and their nobles with links of iron,
’to inflict on them the judgment decreed;
this 1s glory for all God’s faithful ones. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:11-23

'1'In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, ! so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. ! In him you also, when
you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; !4 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward

2



redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. !> I have heard of your faith in the
Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason '° I do not cease to give thanks
for you as I remember you in my prayers, !’ that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '8 so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may perceive what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '° and what is the
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. 2° God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 2! far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.
22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

* HYMN OF PRAISE

I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus hift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm S0 glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus Iift - ed me.

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 6:20-31
A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke:
20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now,

for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.



22 «“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame
you on account of the Son of Man. 2} Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward
1s great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,

for you have received your consolation.
25 “Woe to you who are full now,

for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,

for you will mourn and weep.

26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false
prophets.

27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 2
bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 2 If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. 3 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not
ask for it back again. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to you.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Shall We Gather at the River

0 4 S

7 ay =

/— 1
3

V)
1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with 1ts crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor-ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau- ti-ful v - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

* NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
(continued on next page)



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

God of all that is, delight in the praises of your people and revive the spirit of your church. Move
through us with boldness so that we proclaim the gospel of Christ throughout the world. Renew
and revive pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the beginning, give us the courage to advocate for environmental policy that will ensure a
viable future for generations to come. Restore desolate places to health and flourishing. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all our days, guide the leaders of governments, nations, municipalities, and all those
seeking office. Accompany election officials and volunteers. Dismantle injustice and oppression
wherever it 1s found. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of comfort in troubled times, we pray for those in need of protection and care (especially).
Trusting that you are constant in mercy, protect those who seek safety and solace. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of what is yet to come, encourage and inspire those who give their time, talent, and treasure
in service to your church. By their commitment, further the work of ministry in this place and
uplift your gospel. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered. Prayers continue.

God of time and space, we give thanks for the faithful departed (those who have died during the
past year may be named). Sustain us in hope of our eternal unity in Christ. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC



* (?‘FFERING SONG
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We lift our voli - ces; We lift our hands; We lift our
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them
with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and
forever. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to the
day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san- na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this is
my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this in remembrance of me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste
of life eternal. We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you will
receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the
elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an
usher.)



* POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

* POST COMMUNION SONG

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Here my Spir-it’s pow-er filled you, here his  ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out
to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in
Christ’s name. Amen.

* BLESSING
And now a blessing: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and

God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you *+ and grant you a
faithful and courageous heart now and forever. Amen.

* CELEBRATIONS!!!



* CLOSING SONG

Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In
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1 Oh, when the saints go march-ing in, oh, when the
2 Oh, when the Lord in glo - ry comes, oh, when the
3 Oh, when the new world 1s re - vealed, oh, when the
4 Oh, when they gath - er round the  throne, oh, when they
5 And on that hal - le - lu - jah day, and on that
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saints go march - ing in, O Lord,I want to be in that
Lord in glo - ry  comes, O Lord,I want to be in that
new world s re - vealed, O Lord, I want to be in that
gath - er round the throne, O Lord, I want to be in that
hal - le - lu - jah day, O Lord, I want to be in that
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num - ber when the saints go  march - ing n.
num- ber when the Lord in glo - ry comes.
num - ber when the new world s re -  vealed.
num - ber when they gath - er round the throne.
num - ber on that hal - le - Iu - jah day.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WHEN THE SAINTS, African American spiritual

* SENDING
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
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