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Sunday, December 11th, 2022 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT / 10:00 AM 

 

* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them 

to the one who is merciful and just. 

          Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 

paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 

creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 

we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By 

water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your 

sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 
… song continues… 

* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith 

in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 146:5-10 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 

  who keeps promises forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

  The LORD sets the captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed 

down; 

  the LORD loves the righteous. 

 9The LORD cares for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 1:20b-21 

Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. She.shall bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.   



Reading: 

Joseph was a humble man, a carpenter.  His response to Mary’s news was one that others 

might make also: divorce her. But he was a righteous man, a man of faith, a servant of 

God.  He listened to the angel messenger and accepted the awesome task of being Jesus’ 

earthly father and guardian, setting for us an example of faith-filled parenthood. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG – “THE CHERRY TREE CAROL” 
 

When Joseph was an old man, an old man was he 

He married Virgin Mary, the Queen of Galilee 

 

Oh, Joseph and Mary walked thru an orchard green 

Where berries and cherries were as thick as might be seen… 

 

And up spoke Virgin Mary, so meek and so mild 

Joseph, gather me some cherries for I am with child 

 

Then Joseph flew in anger, in anger flew he 

“Let the father of the baby gather cherries for thee” 

 

Then up spoke baby Jesus from in Mary’s womb 

“Bend down, thou tallest cherry, that my mother might have some” 

 

Then bent the tallest branch till it touched Mary’s hand 

Cried she, “O look thou, Joseph, I have cherries by command” 

 

Then Joseph took Mary all on his right knee: 

“O what have I done, Lord? Have mercy on me” 

(Old Appalachian Carol) 

 

THE STAR 

 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-2  

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 

 

Reading: 

Many hypotheses have been put forth to explain the star based on ancient records and 

knowledge of astronomy.  The Wise Men were very likely astrologers who interpreted 

celestial events, and probably thought a great event was about to take place in Palestine.  

Let our response to the message from the heavens be like that of the Wise Men who came 

to find Jesus, no matter how difficult the journey, who gave to him of their talents and 

treasures, and humbly worshiped him. 



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 3:1-12 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

(see back of bulletin for text) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
… song continues … 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL - SANTA LUCIA FESTIVAL 

 

HYMN  “Santa Lucia” (ENTRANCE, verses 1 & 2; RECESSIONAL, 

verse 3) 

 

1. Night walks with heavy tread ‘round farm and byre, 

Dark sun-forsaken earth shadows attire. 

  Then in our winter gloom 

  Candlelight fills the room: 

  Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! 

 

2. Silent and dark the night, now hear descending 

Rustles of wings in flight, all darkness ending. 

  Then she comes dressed in white, 

  Head wreathed in candles bright: 

  Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! 

 

READING - GIFTS 

 

3. Shadows will soon be gone from earth’s dark valley” -- 

Wonderful words anon us cheer and rally. 

  Day will soon dawn anew, 

  In skies of rosy hue: 

  Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! 

 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 

of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the  

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 

has spoken through the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen 
 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify 

your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World 

Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and 

depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and 

water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who 

are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict (regions 

in turmoil may be named). Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, 

illness, or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, 

crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather 

with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. 

Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your 

mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to 

joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers 

of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear!  Come! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew 

life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you come forward, you 

will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are 

able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 

promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 

toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds 

us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
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