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Pastor’s Message 
 

"The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and keep it." 
Genesis 2:15 

This verse from Genesis holds a deep and enduring truth, reminding us of our sacred duty 

to nurture the world entrusted to us as caretakers and stewards. In the Garden of Eden, Adam was 

not merely a passive observer of creation but an active participant in its flourishing. The words 

"to work it and take care of it" suggest both a privilege and a responsibility. The earth is a gift—a 

sanctuary of life, beauty, and abundance. Yet, it is also a trust, requiring our mindful attention 

and care. Earth Day, with its emphasis on environmental stewardship and sustainability, 

beautifully aligns with this divine calling. Back in April, we celebrated Earth Day working 

around the church, both inside and out (pictures on page 2).  

This idea of stewardship is not limited to Adam's role in Eden but extends to all of 

humanity. We are called to be co-creators with God, cultivating the earth in ways that honor God. 

This sacred responsibility invites us to a posture of humility, recognizing that we are not owners 

of creation but temporary guardians for future generations. This past year in Youth Group, we did 

several projects to help instill this responsibility in our young folks by making bird feeders out of 

pinecones with peanut butter and bird seed. For our last youth group in May, we used the left-

over wood from the new roof to paint bird houses (pictures on page 4).  

In the words of the Psalmist, "The earth is the Lord's and everything in it" (Psalm 24:1). 

Let us steward this precious gift with reverence, knowing that in doing so, we reflect the heart of 

God who declared it all to be "very good." 

Be … a blessing, P. Heidi 

https://www.rlc.church/
mailto:reformationlutherannj@gmail.com
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Recent Events at RLC 

 

Clean-Up Day, April 26, 2025. 

(L to R) Al & Mary Chamberlain, Karl Kroon, Jesse Denton, Pastor 

Heidi, Steve & Lori Wilkens, Ginny Pattison, Susie Jensen. 

Not pictured: Susan Charles, Cindy McKnight, Jeff Pattison, Curtis Hinmon. 

 

 
                 Susan & Susie                              Cindy                                   Steve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  
“Murphy’s Soap” 

Treatment” 
 

Can you find these signs in our church building? 
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“Kids Say the Darndest Things” 
 

A Sunday School teacher asked her class, “What was Jesus’ mother’s name?” 

 One child answered, “Mary.” 

Her teacher then asked, “Who knows what Jesus’ father’s name was?” 

 A little child said, “Verge.” 

Confused, the teacher asked, “Where did you hear that?” 

 The child said, “Well, you know, they are always talking about Verge and 

Mary.” 
###### 

 

Three-year-old Reese prayed, 

“Our Father, Who does art in Heaven, Harold is his name. Amen.” 
###### 

One particular four-year-old prayed,  

“And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our 

baskets.” 

 

 

 

       DID YOU KNOW? 
 

 

 

Did you know - Those wrapped lifesavers in the dainty bowl as you walk in the door are provided 

by Jeff and Ginny Pattison. If you partake, please remember to thank Ginny. Better yet, if you 

think of it while in a store, purchase a green bag of mint Lifesavers to add to our stock. 

 

Did you know - If you purchase a ShopRite card from our church, every time you use it, the 

church receives a small portion back.  No, it isn’t a whole lot but sure does add up!  We all have 

to eat, why not do it while helping the church!!  See Stacie, Susan or Pastor to purchase one. We 

are always around (well especially Pastor!) 
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“May the Fourth Be with You”                                The Rev. Chuck Romanowski, ELCA ret. 

           Pastor Heidi with                                                   was supply pastor on May 11, 2025. 

        Emily & Emory, and                                                        Curtis assisted at the altar. 

              Brayden. 

 

 
 

 

 

Youth Group 

ACTS 29 

 
For the final gathering of the season, 

the young people of RLC 
painted birdhouses to take home 

or use as gifts. 
Everyone had a good time 

sharing devotions and painting. 
 
 

Thanks to all the grown-ups who 
helped, particularly Steve, our 

resident carpenter who prefabricated 
the houses for the kids. 
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STRAWBERRY PIE      
 

Cook until clear*: 

 1 cup sugar 

 1 cup cold water 

 2 tablespoons cornstarch 

After sugar has dissolved and liquid has become clear, add  

 3 tablespoons strawberry flavored Jello 

 And some red food coloring (this is optional) 

Cool liquid to room temperature and 

Pour into a pre-baked pie shell filled with fresh sliced strawberries. 

Refrigerate until cold. 

Top with whipped cream. 
 

*I use a saucepan on the stove top and a wooden spoon.  It takes a while for the liquid to turn 

from a white-ish to a clear-ish appearance. 

 

Strawberries Romanoff 
 

2 boxes fresh strawberries washed and hulled. 

1 cup powdered sugar 

1 cup heavy cream 

1 teasp. almond extract 

2 Tblsp. Cointreau (or Grand Marnier, or orange juice) 

 

 

 

 

 

RECIPE CORNER 

Strawberries are a summertime 

favorite that nowadays may be 

enjoyed year-round. Here are 

two of Curtis’ favorite recipes for 

those luscious berries. 

Put berries into a large bowl.   

Sprinkle sugar on the berries and mix lightly. 

(Don’t bruise the fruit.) 

Refrigerate for 1 hour. 

Whip cream, just before serving, in a chilled 

bowl, until it forms stiff peaks. 

Add almond extract and Cointreau. 

Fold berries gently into the whipped cream. 

Serve immediately. (Serves 4 – 5) 

 



6 
 

Pastor Heidi shared this illustration in her Easter Day sermon a few weeks ago. It is Nancy 

Rothstein’s tribute to her son Josh, who passed away unexpectedly, and would have celebrated 

his 21st birthday this year. 

21 Ways to Celebrate Life 

1. Smile. Smiling makes you and those around you feel good. If you don’t feel good, a 

smile can trick your brain into feeling better. 

2. Eat ice cream. 

3. Run on the beach. If you can’t physically do this, use your imagination. 

4. Call someone who is ill or lonely. Listen to their story. Take the time. Tell them your 

story, if they ask. 

5. Listen to music that touches your heart and soul. 

6. Sing in the shower, or out loud if you are comfortable. 

7. Visit the grave of a loved one and celebrate your continued BREATH. And tell your loved 

one what’s on your mind. 

8. Play with a dog. 

9. Thank yourself for putting up with all the things about yourself that drive you nuts! 

Activate your sense of humor! 

10. Apologize to someone you have wronged in any way. 

11. Take a day, or even a few hours, “off” to do something you always want to do but never 

take the time to do. 

12. Eat something you never indulge in (unless allergic!) and savor every bite…slowly. No 

guilt permitted! 

13. Re-watch your favorite funny or happy movie in your most comfortable clothes. 

14. Make plans with two friends that you are crazy about but never see…near or far away. 

15. Go outdoors to a natural setting. Sit. Close your eyes. Listen to the world. It’s an 

extension of you! Your breath connects you intrinsically to the world. 

16. Laugh. Do something fun or silly that evokes laughter. It has been said that laughter is 

God’s sunshine. 

17. Place this list in an envelope and revisit it periodically to see how you are celebrating 

YOURSELF! If you are good to yourself, you can be much better to those around you. 

18. Go to your heart and make all your decisions from there; and all will be well. 

19. Follow the path that matters. 

20. Believe and feel the change you want to see and you will BE the change you envision. 

21. Yet you must know that in the end, it is LOVE’s garden you must tend. 

 

If you had to add one more to this list, what would it be? 

 
Resource: (Accessed and edited by H. Link on 04/06/2025) 

JZ.21 ways to Celebrate Life Https//www.kindspring.org/story/view.php?sid=9148 


