REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director
Sunday, October 2nd, 2022
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / 10:00 AM
* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond
our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We
have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new
direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the
journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
* OPENING SONG

…song continues…
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray: Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak
in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love
our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 (see back of bulletin for text)
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 37:1-9
1
Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
3
Put your trust in the LORD and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
4
Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
5
Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
6
The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
7
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
8
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
9
For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 (see back of bulletin for text)

* HYMN OF PRAISE

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 17:5-10
A reading from the Gospel of Luke:
(see back of bulletin for text)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

* APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for your holy church in every place and for those who serve following the
example of Christ (rostered and lay leaders may be named). Help them to live by faith
and walk by the light of your gospel. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster (especially): relieve those affected by
floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, tornadoes, and hurricanes. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: grant our leaders self-discipline
in all things, and inspire them with love for your people. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect: heal those who have been harmed and protect
those who are vulnerable. For all who are sick (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For this and every congregation: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire
councils, committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may know your
love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who have died
(especially). Bring us all to eternal life with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING"

* OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need; through
Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.
* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
* THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen
* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.
We come.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin
and renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If
you come forward, you will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine. If you choose to receive at your seat,
please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available
from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with
bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors
with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
* BLESSING
And now a blessing: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you
with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith,
hope, and love. Amen.

* CLOSING SONG

* SENDING
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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