
REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving Absecon - Galloway Township 

Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor 

Brian Conover - Music Director 

 

Sunday, November 13th, 2022 

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / 10:00 AM 

 

* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast 

love endures forever. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored 

voices that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to your 

righteousness. We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved 

community. We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. For the sake of 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in 

newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen. 

 

Rejoice and be glad! God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I declare to you the 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 



* OPENING SONG 

 
 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 

nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we 

may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 98 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 



 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the 

earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 (see back of bulletin for text) 
 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 21:5-19 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke: 

(see back of bulletin for text) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, 

deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with 

wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the 

ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us 

care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 

responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any 

wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel 

in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the 

sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 

gospel (specific ministries or initiatives may be named). Highlight ways we can better 

work together and give us patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died (especially). 

Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 
 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that 

you have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to 

those who hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ spreads a table before you. Come, gather here with all the saints. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin 

and renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If 

you come forward, you will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, 

please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available 

from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 
 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread 

of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world 

and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who 

makes us alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

  



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Be a Blessing in the world. 

Thanks be to God. 
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