
 

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving Absecon - Galloway Township 

Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor 

Brian Conover - Music Director 

 

Sunday, January 22nd, 2023 

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY / 10:00 AM 

 

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth: wide 

oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. (Here particular bodies or sources of 

water may be named.) 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. Your 

Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. You pour out your 

Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Through this water remind us of the gift of 

baptism. Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all 

our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 

 
 

 

… song continues… 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 



 

 

 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 

through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon 

the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 

 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

   (psalm continues…) 

 



 
6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 

will sing and make music to the LORD.  

 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

    8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
     9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my 

salvation. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 4:12-23 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

(see back of bulletin for text) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

SONG CONTINUES… 



 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work 

together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World 

Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation (other ecumenical ministries in 

which the congregation takes part may be named). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. 

Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. 

Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor 

in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us 

leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities 

to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and 

lonely. (Especially we pray for . . . .) Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
     

 



Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community 

(neighboring congregations may be named). Nurture each congregation’s unique witness 

to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. 

Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your 

promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 

in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

* SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.       

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go 

free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and 

shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through 

Jesus our Savior, Amen. 

 



* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

          We come. 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew 

life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you come forward, you 

will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are 

able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from 

this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  

Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 

oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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