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Sunday, November 27th, 2022 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT / 10:00 AM 

 

 

* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them 

to the one who is merciful and just. 

          Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 

paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 

creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 

we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By 

water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your 

sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 

 
… song continues… 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 

your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 (see back of bulletin for text) 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 122 

 1I was glad when they said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

 2Now our feet are standing 

  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 



 3Jerusalem is built as a city 

  that is at unity with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 

 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

  “May they prosper who love you. 

 7Peace be within your walls 

  and quietness within your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 

  I pray for your prosperity. 

 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 

  I will seek to do you good.” 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING 

          Refrain:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  (Repeat) 

 

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king; 

We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!    (Repeat 

Refrain) 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2  

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 

deep darkness a light has dawned. 

 

Reading: 

And God said let there be light, and there was light.  And God saw the light and it was 

good.. And God divided the light from darkness.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  

He that follows me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.” The people 

that walked in darkness have seen a great light.  The lighting of candles has been a part of 

worship for centuries.  Candles are a symbol of joy.  Light is symbolic of truth. For all 

ancient people, new light meant new life.  “For unto us a child is born; unto us a son is 

given; and His name shall be called Wonderful counselor, the Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, the Prince of Peace. 
 

 
 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG – “FATHER OF LIGHTS” 
 

Verse 1: 

Father of lights, You delight in Your children 

Father of lights, You delight in Your children 

 

Chorus: 

Every good and perfect gift comes from You 

Every good and perfect gift comes from You 

Every good and perfect gift comes from You 

Father of lights 

 

Verse 2: 

Father of lights, You never change, You have no turning 

Father of lights, You never change, You have no turning 

 

(Repeat Chorus) 

 

PREPARING FOR THE NATIVITY 

 

Scripture Reading: Luke 2:8-12  

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 

at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 

find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

Reading: 

One of the most heart-warming expressions of Christmas is the Nativity.  It speaks of the 

mystery of God’s wisdom.  The Nativity scene has become a symbol of Divine-Human 

love. Why God chose to send his son into our world as a baby of humble birth, born in 

common surroundings, we do not know.  What we do know is that God reached out to all 

people, including the poor and the wealthy, the simple and the wise, the powerless and 

the powerful.  All who found him, knelt in humility before him.  Knowing God is 

possible because he came to us at our level.  Whenever we see a Nativity we find 

ourselves with Mary and Joseph; with the Shepherds, and with the Wise Men; bowing 

before the manger, overwhelmed by God’s expression of love in coming to us.  The 

Nativity scene tells the story of a God of love, who comes to us as an infant, the most 

loving and trusting of human beings, to invite us to a new life. Each Sunday of Advent, 

we will add to our nativity until we celebrate its completion with the birth of our Lord 

and Savior. 
 

 



* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 24:36-44 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

(see back of bulletin for text) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 

of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the  

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 

has spoken through the prophets.   



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the 

urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of 

all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 

sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and 

protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 

neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 

peace in the land of Jesus’ birth (other places of conflict may be named). God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 

Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are 

sick or needing your care (especially). God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 

in transition or conflict (especially). Give wisdom to congregational councils, call 

committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful 

who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints 

with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

 

 



* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers 

of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

. 
 
 

 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear!  Come! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and 

renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you 

come forward, you will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please 

remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the 

ushers.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 

promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 

toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds 

us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
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