REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, July 5%, 2026
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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I What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions? Is there trou-ble an - y - where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-1-lege to car - ry ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis - cour - aged—take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— take it  to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; oh, what need-lesspain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rowsshare?
Do vyour friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.

... Song continues ...
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)
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all  be-cause we do not car - ry ev - ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918

* APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you,

call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen

FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12
’ Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
'UHe will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

' As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.

'2Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 145:8-14
“The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
" LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
'V All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.

... Song continues ...



' They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
' that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
" Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all
ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works.
'“The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a
15T do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. '*Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. '’ But in fact it is no
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. ' For I know that the good does not dwell
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the
ability. '” For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. *° Now if
do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

’'So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. ? For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, >* but I see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. >* Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of
death? > Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

* SONG OF PRAISE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm S0 glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual



* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] '° “To what will I compare this generation? It is
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
'8 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '” the Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; *° yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. °” All things have been handed over to
me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest. >’ Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. * For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Day by Day
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1 Day by day,

your mer - cies, Lord, at - tend me,

bring - ing com - fort

2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
0|
J 1D
G ] , \ :
“JV ' Vs d [#)
to  my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me
grow too great to  bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er to my heav'n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’'er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor - tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor-row, I will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev-er in your hand. Sav-ior,
0|
Jy D Il
y i I K | [r— T I
[ {anid | )] | [ [
7 o=

O e

s

lead me

to

the home I

trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.

help me bear life’s pain and sor-row

till in glo-ry I be-hold your face.

with your pres-ence here to guide me,

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, 1936-2005

Music: BLOTT EN DAG, Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813—1882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress
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will reach at last the prom-ised land.

* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and movements. Grant
us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we may live and serve in the
freedom of your rest. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through war and
neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its declaration of
independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future generations. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have become
isolated or ill, or who are in any need (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. Free us
from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities of trust and
goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest (especially), we thank you for the
gifts of life together. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING



* OFFERING SONG
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We lift our voi - ces; We lift our hands; We lift our
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lives up to you, We arean of - ferring. Lord, use our voi - ces; Lord, use our
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hands; Lord, use our lives they are yours, We arean of-ferring; We are an
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to
the day or season, concluding.) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san- na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this
is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of
me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you will
receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the
elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an
usher.)



* POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er 1o me.
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in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Here my Spir-it's pow -er filled vou, here his
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ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

* BLESSING

And now a blessing: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, =+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

* CELEBRATIONS!



* CLOSING SONG
Just a Closer Walk with Thee

n Refrain
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter, Lord, who cares?

3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;

Refrain
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I'll " be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional

* SENDING
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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