REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, March 19, 2023
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT /10:00 AM
* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and
sustains us with the gift of grace. Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one anotherour need for repentance and God’s
mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your
holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than
steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over
compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of
life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may

receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives
you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
God, Whose Almighty Word
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1 God, whose al - might -y word cha-os and dark - ness heard
2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
4 Ho - ly and  Dbless-ed three, glo-rm-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
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and took their flight: hear wus, we hum - bly pray, and where the
heal - ing and  sight; health to the trou - bled mind, sight where il -
speed forth your flight; move on the wa - ter’s face bear - ing the
Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as o - cean’s tide, roll - ing in

... Song continues ...
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
Iu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.

lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us
with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (see back of bulletin for text)

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 23

‘The LorD is my shepherd:;
| shall not be in want.

“The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 (see back of bulletin for text)



LIGHTING OF THE “CROWN OF THORNS” ADVENT WREATH (CANDLES
1,2,3&4)
The journey to Easter can be a time to find what is missing in our lives; a time to
deliberately seek what has been tossed away, misplaces, or ignored so that our lives can
once again reflect the Gospel which Jesus encouraged us to live.
It is a time to deeply consider the purpose and gift of God’s son, remember what he held
dear, and to recognize anew how he re-found all of us through his death and resurrection.
What does this mean?

(A child of the congregation answers, followed by our prayer.)
Let us pray together:
Heavenly Father, throughout these forty days, unseal within us the wellspring of
your grace, cleanse our hearts of all that is not holy, and cause your gift of new life
to flourish once again. Amen.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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1 I want Je - sus to walk with me;
2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim  jour - ney,
when my heart s al - most break - ing,
when my head is bowed in SOr - TrOw,
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.




* THE WORD OF GOD: John 9:1-41
A reading from the Gospel of John:
(see back of bulletin for text)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

CONGREGATIONAL SONG
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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11 want to walk as a child of the light I want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-img for... the com-ing of Christ. I want to
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be with Je - sus. When we have r1un. ... with
n H Il | | Il
) AT ! ! i i | jl !
@JD—FIP o . - |v -
light to the world. The star of my life s Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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day are  both a - like. The Lamb is the light of the

song continues...
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cit - y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Q!

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
(see insert)

* APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

A brief silence.

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever
in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the
earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have
made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the grandest
mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state and
elected officials (specific leaders may be named). Encourage them to lead with justice
and to remove barriers that impede the well-being of all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch over
those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with
hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community
(especially). Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for your
people (especially Joseph, Guardian of Jesus). We praise you for the ways they formed
the faith of others and continue to inspire us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG
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* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in
faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal
as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.



* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

We come.




DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the
Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for
communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you will receive the
elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are
able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.
If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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3 “Go, my chil -dren. fed  and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joyv - ful and  free,
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Here my Spir-it's pow-er filled you, here his  ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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o, my chil -dren,  fed  and nour-ished, joy - Tul  and free”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the
eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love. Amen.

* BLESSING
And now a blessing: God, the giver of love, -+ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and
the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.



* CLOSING SONG
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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I A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 ’Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’'ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. [-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

* SENDING
Go in peace. Serve in Love.
Thanks be to God.
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