REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heather Sugden – Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director
Sunday, April 10th, 2022
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY / 10:00 AM
* PROCESSION WITH PALMS
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray…Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with
joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us life
everlasting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
* PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL
Luke 19:28-40
28
After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ”
32
So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said,
“The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on
the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the
road. 37As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds
of power that they had seen, 38saying,
“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!”
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”
40
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)

* THANKSGIVING
The members of the congregation raise their branches.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed
us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of
Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings by those who
scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path. We ask that you bless these
branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our Lord and
King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
* PROCESSION
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.
* ENTRANCE SONG

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.
Let us pray… Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
PSALM
Psalm 31:9–16
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.
11
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12
I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, "You are my God.
15
My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16
Make your face to shine upon your servant,
and in your lovingkindness save me."

* HYMN OF PRAISE

GOSPEL: The Passion According to ST. LUKE
Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great
contradictions that characterize the coming of God’s reign. The leader serves, the empty
disciples are able to fill others, proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the
innocent bringer of life—is arrested, beaten, executed, and buried.
(The Gospel will be read by members of the congregation. Interspersed with the
reading will be verses of the hymn, “Go To Dark Gethsemane”, found on the next
page.)

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

* NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.
We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us
unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of
injustice and practice radical compassion. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your divine
goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that we take
greater care of its resources. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply
them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them from
fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those
who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace
those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross:
Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited
forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember those who have died (especially Mikael Agricola and . . .), who were
commended into your hands. Remember us when you come into your kingdom, and
prepare a place for each of us with you in paradise. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG

* OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we
gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer
here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
* THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin
and renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If
you come forward, you will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine. If you choose to receive at your seat,
please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available
from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.)

* POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body,
the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
Amen.
* BLESSING
And now a blessing: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and
strengthened for the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you
this day and always. Amen.

* CLOSING SONG

* SENDING
Go in peace. Jesus meets us on the way.
Thanks be to God.
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