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TENEBRAE – GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

Friday, April 3, 2026 

 
REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Serving Absecon – Galloway Township 

Pastor – Rev. Heidi Link 

Brian Conover - Music Director 

 

INTRODUCTION 

We gather, as do Christians throughout the world, to hear the proclamation of the Passion, to 

pray for the life of the world, and to meditate on the life-giving cross. The ancient title for this 

day--the triumph of the cross--reminds us that the church gathers to offer thanksgiving for 

Christ who hung on the wood of the tree for our salvation. 

In the service of Tenebrae (a Latin word meaning shadows or darkness), we hear the story of 

the Passion of our Lord.  A feature of the service is the gradual extinction of all lights, except 

the Christ Candle.  Even this is finally removed from view, leaving the church in darkness, 

symbolizing the apparent victory of the powers of darkness as our Lord suffers death.  A loud 

noise is made, suggesting the earthquake of the Passion Narrative.  The restoration of the 

Christ Candle is a foreshadowing of the Resurrection. 

 

SILENT PRAYER AND MEDITATION 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

God said, “Let there be light;” but we still cling to the darkness. 

   We want darkness to cover our sins. 

God sent his Son into the world not only to shed light upon our sins, but also to pay the price 

for  them. 

   Let us then turn away from the darkness of sin; and in true, repentant humility, 

let us  receive the light of hope in Christ Jesus. 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, 

please remain seated.) 
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* CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

 

 

 
 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 

Let us confess our sin. 

   Gracious Father, time and again we turn to the shadows of sin, and away from the 

light of your love.  Forgive us Lord.  Help us to turn away from the paths of darkness, 

and to cling forever to the cross on which our Savior suffered and died for our salvation.  

We are not worthy Lord, but trusting in the loving promise of your Son; we pray that in 

hearing the story of his Passion, we may be cleansed by the fire of repentance, and made 

new through his blood.  We humbly ask in the name of our Savior, your Son, who died 

that we might live.  Amen. 

 

* RESPONSIVE READING 

Surely he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrow: 

   Yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted 

But he was wounded for our transgression, and was bruised for our iniquities; 

   The chastisement that made us whole was upon him, by whose stripes we are 

healed. 

 
 Responsive Reading Continues    
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All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned each one to our own way; 

   And the Lord has laid on this servant the iniquity of us all.  Glory to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be 

forever.  Amen. 

 

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

 

 
 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

The Passion of our Lord in narrative form is divided into 15 readings.  Following each 

reading, there is a time of silence, and a candle is extinguished after every reading. A 

hymn is sung after the 3rd, 7th, and 10th readings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG AFTER 3rd READING 
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG AFTER 7th READING 
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG AFTER 10th READING 

 
 

 

During the final reading, following the death of Jesus, the Christ Candle is removed 

leaving the nave in darkness.  The congregation quietly meditates on the death of 

Christ as a solo voice sings, “Were You There”. 
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THE CANDLE RETURNS, and the congregation kneels in prayer. 
 

PRAYER (kneeling) 

Behold, the life giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world 

   Oh, come, let us worship him. 

Forgive us gentle Savior. The darkness around us mirrors the darkness within us.  Carelessly, 

we turned our backs on your light.  Thoughtlessly, we have closed our eyes to your love and 

the sacrifice you made for us.  Flood our dark souls with your light, dear Lord.  Help us keep 

the images of your suffering and death always before us, so that we no longer stray into the 

darkness of sin.  In honest repentance, we offer ourselves to you, precious Lord.  Make us truly 

yours; for we pray in your name. 

   We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 

*APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.                                       

 

*CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

 
 

 
Song Continues 
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*BLESSING 

May the Light of Christ, who died that we might live, dwell in your hearts from this night 

forward and forever.  Go in his peace.  Amen. 

 

*** ALL DEPART IN SILENCE *** 

 

Please leave the nave and church quietly this evening reflecting on the Passion of 

Our Lord and his great love for you.  You may remain in the nave following the 

service, for personal prayer and meditation. 

Good Friday & Lenten Offerings may be given in the offering plates at the church 

doors as you leave church this evening. 
 

 

 

 
 


