REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director
Sunday, May 1st, 2022
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER / 10:00 AM
* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and
we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who
was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the
earth, through the city, through every living thing. You rescued Noah and his family from
the flood; You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. Now in these waters you flood us
with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the gate of righteousness and we
pass safely through. In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and
enclose us in safety. You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are
with us. You have become our salvation. Now breathe upon this water and awaken your
church once more. Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst;
cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. To you, our Beginning and our End, our
Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

* OPENING SONG

… song continues. …
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire
us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] (for text of reading, see back of bulletin)
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 30
1
I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2
O LORD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3
You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4
Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
5
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
6
While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
(psalm continues…)

You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
8
I cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
9
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
10
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper.”
11
You have turned my wailing into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
12
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.

7

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin)
* HYMN OF PRAISE

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 21:1-19
A reading from the Gospel of John:
(for text of reading, see back of bulletin)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON
CONGREGATIONAL SONG

* NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church,
people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life. Send us into the world as you sent
your apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your wondrous acts in
Christ. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural forces and
human negligence. Reestablish plant and animal life that purifies air and water and that
feeds humans and other living creatures. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work. Give them hope when they
struggle to produce what they need. Give all who labor fair treatment and just wages.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Restore all people who cry to you for help (especially). Turn their mourning into dancing,
clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips. God, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you (and especially the
church in . . .). Sustain them by your faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of
Jesus. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Join our voices with angels, creatures, and all the saints in praising Christ and bestowing
upon him all blessing and honor and glory. Reveal Christ’s glory to us and through us in
our worship. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC
* OFFERING SONG

* OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your
peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
* THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
We come.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin
and renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If
you come forward, you will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine. If you choose to receive at your seat,
please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available
from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted
the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as
witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
* BLESSING
And now a blessing: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the lifegiving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

* CLOSING SONG

* SENDING
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
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