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THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY / 10:00 AM 

 

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth: wide 

oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. (Here particular bodies or sources of water 

may be named.) 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. Your Son 

was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. You pour out your Holy Spirit 

to renew the face of the earth. Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. Renew us in 

your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our 

sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 
… song continues … 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)  

 

 



 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 

accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, 

and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 119:1-8 

 1Happy are they whose way is blameless, 

  who follow the teaching of the LORD! 

 2Happy are they who observe your decrees 

  and seek you with all their hearts, 

 3who never do any wrong, 

  but always walk in your ways. 

 4You laid down your commandments, 

  that we should fully keep them. 

 5Oh, that my ways were made so direct 

  that I might keep your statutes! 

 6Then I should not be put to shame, 

  when I regard all your commandments. 

 7I will thank you with a true heart, 

  when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

 8I will keep your statutes; 

  do not utterly forsake me. 
 

 



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 5:21-37 

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

(see back of bulletin for text) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the world. From the exploration of 

faith with children and new believers to missionaries and bishops, shape lives of faithfulness, so 

that all find abundant life in your ways. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Nourish your creation. Accompany all who plant and water. Bless the work of farmers; provide 

for subsistence farmers facing drought and climate change. Guide the work of agricultural 

scientists toward sustainable ways to feed the world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Give growth where there seems to be no hope for life. In nations and regions where 

reconciliation seems impossible (especially), empower peacemakers with your Spirit. Where 

death holds sway through violence, disease, and hunger, equip relief workers to bring hope. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Nurture all in need (especially). Bring healing to all who experience trauma caused by systems 

of injustice and destructive relationships. Give courage to those struggling to repent and those 

seeking reconciliation. Sustain all who work for restoration (local restorative efforts may be 

named). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and keep us from quarrelling. Turn 

our hearts toward you and guide our leaders, so that our choices may be lifegiving for all. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Thanks be to you for the lives of all who have died in Christ. Teach us to follow them in your 

ways and gather us with them into the promise of eternal life with you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

* SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 And also with you.       

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

 

  



* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 

people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to  

the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

          We come. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are 

invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you come forward, you will receive 

bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the 

elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this 

table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.  Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen. 

 

 

  



* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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