REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, August 21, 2022
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST /9:00 AM

* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of

the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)



* OPENING SONG

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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I Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre - a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
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O my soul, praise him, for he 18 your health and sal - va - tion!

and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that 18 need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665
* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded
by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and

body, so that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b-14
(see back of bulletin for text)



RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-8
'Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
’Bless the LoRD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
*who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
‘who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
>who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
°O LORD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
"You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
*LoRbD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29
(see back of bulletin for text)

* HYMN OF PRAISE
I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm S0 glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was In trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus Iift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
0 u |
vy " | — I | _— I | =
o—o—= P —* o e ———
] | ~— | I e
J — —

sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual



* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 13:10-17
A reading from the Gospel of Luke:

(see back of bulletin for text)
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.
SERMON
CONGREGATIONAL SONG
O Day of Rest and Gladness
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1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O
0

day of joy and light,

2 n you, at earth’scre - a - tion, the light first had its birth;
3 To - day on wea -ty na - tions the heav’'n-ly man-na falls;
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O balm for care and sad - ness, most beau-ti - ful, most bright:
on you, for our sal - va - tion, Christ rose from depths of earth;
to ho -ly con-vo - ca - tions the il - ver trum-pet calls,
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on you the high and low - ly, through a - ges joined in tune,
on you, our Lord vic - to - rious the Spir - it sent from heav’n;
where gos-pel light is glow - ing with pure and ra - diant beams
O H H ! ] ] Il
e e e e o e ————F
[ (¢n ML I I I I I I |
(SR e, I o o’

—
sing, “Ho - ly, ho -ly, ho - 1y to
and thus on you, most glo - rious, a
and liv - ing wa-ter flow - ing with

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.

the great God tri - une.
three-fold light was giv'n.
soul - re - fresh-ing streams.

Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833




* APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.

You crown your church with steadfast love and mercy. Guide us continually in our
baptismal covenant to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Use our diverse gifts in
service to the whole people of God. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You satisfy the needs of all creatures. Protect the habitats of fish and birds (local bodies
of water or wildlife refuges may be named). Repair ecosystems damaged by misuse,
neglect, or natural disaster, that all creation may thrive. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You make your ways known to all people. Inspire the rulers and leaders of nations with
your compassion and mercy. Raise up activists and community organizers to restore
places affected by violence, poverty, and inequality. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You provide justice for all who are oppressed and relief to all who are afflicted. Heal
those who are bent over by addiction, depression, and anxiety. Set free all who cry out
under the weight of mental, emotional, or physical distress (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You call us to delight in the sabbath. Renew our bodies, minds, and spirits in this
worshiping assembly. Give rest to all who lead our congregation in worship, study, and
service (congregational leaders may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Generations bless your holy name. We give you thanks for the communion of saints who
have gathered in prayer and praise in this place. Support us in your love until we rest
forever in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.

Amen.



OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING"
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We lift our voi - ces; We lift our hands; We lift our
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lives up to you, We arean of - ferring. Lord, use our voi - ces; Lord, use our
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hands; Lord, use our  lives they are yours, We arean of-ferring; We are an
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on
your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field and equip us to bear fruit for the good
of all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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@ Ho- ly, ho - ly, ho - Iy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san- na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin
and renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If
you come forward, you will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine. If you choose to receive at your seat,
please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available
from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen



* POST COMMUNION HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

ﬁd" B e e e T

'IJ
Go, my chil -dren, fed  and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Grow in Im.u.r and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Here my Spir-it's pow-er filled you, here his  ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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my chil -dren, fed  and nour-ished, joy - ful  and free”
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed
us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all

may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.

* BLESSING

And now a blessing: The God of peace, Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,

comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.



* CLOSING SONG

How Firm a Foundation
0 4 .
fr—— . — | o . i
F ] —
—_—
1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O  saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
3 “When through fi - ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,
4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je - sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has  said
'l strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
and then,  when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a - dormn,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”
like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

* SENDING
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
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