REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, September25t, 2022

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST /8:30 & 10:00 AM

* CALL TO WORSHIP
Those who love God,

God will deliver.

Those who know God by name,
God will protect.

Those who call out to God,
God will answer.

We gather this morning,

as those who trust God.

* OPENING SONG

Crown Him with Many Crowns
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir- gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love— be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of Ilife, who  tri- umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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hark, how the heav’'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis - 1 - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - r - fied.

and

cre

rose Vic - to-rious 1in the strife for those he came to save.
a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab-1ly sub-lime.

... SOng continues ...

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit of the mys - tic  rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,

All hail, Re - deem - er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whence mer - cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at  mys-ter - ies so bright.
who died, e - ter- nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - nmi - ty.

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world.
Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond
our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We

have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new

direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the

journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



FIRST READING: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 (see back of bulletin for text)
MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
Refrain: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! (Repeat)

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king;
We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!
(Repeat Refrain)

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 146
'Hallelujah!
Praise the LorD, O my soul!
’I will praise the LoRD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while | have my being.
*Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
*Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
‘who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
'who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
“The LorD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorb lifts up those who are bowed
down;
the LoRbD loves the righteous.
“The LoRD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
“The Lorb shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 (see back of bulletin for text)



*HYMN OF PRAISE

I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm S0 glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,

3 When I was in trou - ble,

When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus hift-ed me,
When [ was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 16:19-31
A reading from the Gospel of Luke:
(see back of bulletin for text)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Christ, Be Our Light
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us  your own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y stll  thirst. Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your buld - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
0 & Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath - ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1093 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




* APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to
share. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats,
especially for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and
beaches. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those
who hold public office to act with compassion and discernment (local authorities may be
named). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch
over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill (especially). Stir us to act in the best interest
of our neighbors. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this
place (those who plan and lead worship may be named). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy
angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your presence.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG
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We lift our voi - ces; We lift our hands; We lift our
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lives up to you, We arean of-ferring. Lord, use our voi - ces; Lord, use our
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hands; Lord, use our  lives they are yours, We arean of-ferring; We are an
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of
these gifts a banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need; through
Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* BLESSING
And now a blessing: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you

with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God, guide you always in faith,
hope, and love. Amen.



* CLOSING SONG
You Servants of God
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1 You ser-vants of God, your Mas-ter pro-claim, and pub-lish a -
2 As-cend-ed on high, al - might-y to save, yet still he s

3 Sal - va-tion to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry a -
4 Then let us a - dore and give him his right, all glo - ry and
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broad his won - der - ful name:; the name, all - vic - to-rious, of
nigh, his pres - ence we have. The great con-gre - ga- tion his
loud and  hon - or the Son. The prais-es of Je - sus the

pow’r and wis - dom and might, all hon-or and  bless-ing, with
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Je -sus ex - tol; his king-dom is glo-rious and rules o - ver all!

tri-umph shall sing, as - crib - ing sal - va-tion to Je - sus, our king!
an- gels pro-claim, fall down on their fac- es, and wor-ship the Lamb.
an-gels a - bove, and thanks nev-er ceas-ing, and in - fin-ite love!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Musgic: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

* SENDING
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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