REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, January 29", 2023
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY /10:00 AM

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth: wide
oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. (Here particular bodies or sources of
water may be named.)

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. Your
Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. You pour out your
Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Through this water remind us of the gift of
baptism. Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all
our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,
3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth

Ea=esmrEeEr=——
N e — e ® J o !
your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.

send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy  and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MARION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916



* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the
lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance
In striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8 (see back of bulletin for text)

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 15
‘Lorb, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LoRD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the
innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
Refrain: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! (Repeat)

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our King;
We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God! (Repeat
Refrain)

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (see back of bulletin for text)



*HYMN OF PRAISE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When [ was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
0 & m— —
Y p— | — ! ] — !
W—P—P—‘—cl | —o—4¢ — r—rﬂvd
J — —
sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 5:1-12
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew:
(see back of bulletin for text)
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Let Justice Flow like Streams
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
Let righ - teous-ness  roll on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure true,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-tice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926

Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

* APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in
the cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills
echo with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways.
Inspire us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice,
love mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking.



Prosper the work of peacemakers (local and international reconciliation efforts may be
named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak,
low, and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected.
Give your life, strength, and wisdom to all in need (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how
your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses.
Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place (especially). Trusting you
accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with
your people always. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed
in Christ crucified.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG
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We lift our voi - ces; We lift our hands; We lift our
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lives up to you, We arean of-ferring. Lord, use our voi - ces; Lord, use our
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hands; Lord, use our  lives they are yours, We arean of-ferring; We are an
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of-fer-ring.



* OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go
free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and

shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through
Jesus our Savior, Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate
to the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san- na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen



* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and taste the joy of God!
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew
life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you
will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are
able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs,
please speak to an usher.)

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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3 “Go, my chil -dren. fed  and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joyv - ful and  free,
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Here my Spir-it's pow-er filled you, here his  ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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o, my chil -dren,  fed  and nour-ished, joy - Tul  and free”

M + i
] 1 41

) — o9 o |

-

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from
this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.
Amen.

* BLESSING
And now a blessing: The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the

oppressor’s rod *F bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. Amen.



* CLOSING SONG

O Master, Let Me Walk with You
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1 O Mas - ter, let me walk  with  you m low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share with me a clos - er,
4 In  hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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paths  of ser - vice true; tell me your se - cret;
win - ning word of love; teach me the way - ward
dear - er com - pa - ny, in work that keeps faith
fu - ture’s broad - ’ning  way, in peace that on - ly
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help me bear the strain of  toil, the fret of  care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can give; with you, O  Mas - fter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898

* SENDING
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
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