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Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
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Sunday, September 6", 2026
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the
earth. Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through = Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
Take My Life, That I May Be

Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad
Refrain/Estribillo
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... Song continues ...
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)
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1 Take my hands and let them move
2 Take my sil - ver and my gold,
3 Take my voice and  let me sing
4 Take my will and  make it thine;
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beau - ti - ful for thee.
pow’r as thou shalt choose.
mes - sag - es from thee.
be thy roy - al throne.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955
Music: Toma M1 voLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956

Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

* APOSTOLIC GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and
lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen



FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 3 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. ° But if you
warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

1"Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we
live?” ' Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the
wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil
ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 119:33-40
3 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.
** Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.
?7 Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that 1s my desire.
Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.
*"Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.
‘S Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.
% Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.
“UBehold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

¥ Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. * The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed
up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '* the night is
far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; ' let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.



* SONG OF PRAISE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 18:15-20
A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that
one. '°But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. '® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven. ' Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will
be done for you by my Father in heaven. *’ For where two or three are gathered in my name,
[ am there among them.”

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG
When We Are Living

Pues si vivimos
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Both in our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
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so-mos del Se - o, so-mos del Se - fior.
we be -long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946
Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sis. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company
* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you
give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect
grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after
disaster (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain
and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships,
failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We pray especially for . . .)
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace.
Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of
your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see
that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

* OFFERING SONG
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* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities,
and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to
the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this
is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of
me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you will
receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the
elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please speak to an
usher.)



* POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

* POST COMMUNION HYMN

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we
pray. Amen.

* BLESSING

And now a blessing:

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of
the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace = bless you now and forever. Amen.

* CELEBRATIONS!



* CLOSING SONG

Build Us Up, Lord
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Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952
Music: BUILD US UP, Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna
Text and music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress,

* SENDING
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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