* OPENING SONG

REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, August 23", 2026
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST /9:30 AM

Eternal Father, Strong to Save
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1 E-ter - nal Fa - ther, strong to save, whose arm  has bound the
2 O Sav - ior, whose al - might - y word the winds and waves sub -
3 0 Ho - ly Spir-it, who didst brood up - on the cha - os
4 O Trin - 1 -ty of love and pow', all trav-’lers guard in
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rest - less  wave, who bade the might - y o - cean deep its
mis - sive heard, who  walked up - on the foam - ing deep, and
dark and rude, and bid its an - gry tu - mult cease, and
dan- ger’s hour from rock  and tem - pest, fire and foe, pro -
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own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: oh, hear us when we
calm a - mid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
give, for wild con - fu - sion, peace: oh, hear us when we
tect them where-so - e’er they go; thus ev - er-more shall
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cry to thee for those 1in per - 1l on the sea.
cry to thee for those 1in per - 1l on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - 1l on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)




* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us
to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.”” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love. Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
! Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
> Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you,
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
*For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
* Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation,
for a teaching will go out from me
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
> I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;
my salvation has gone out,
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.



®Lift up your eyes to the heavens

and look at the earth beneath,
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,

the earth will wear out like a garment,

and those who live on it will die like gnats,
but my salvation will be forever,

and my deliverance will never be ended.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 138
'T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
>I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
*When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
* All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
° They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
®The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall
save me.
“You will make good your purpose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind,
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned. * For as in one body we have many members and not
all the members have the same function, > so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. ¢ We have gifts that differ according to the
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; ® the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence;
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.



* HYMN OF PRAISE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When 1 was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,

When I was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 16:13-20
A reading from the Gospel of St. Matthew:

'3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” '* And they said, “Some say John the Baptist
but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '° He said to them, “But
who do you say that I am?” '° Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.” '” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. ' And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. ' T will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” ? Then he
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Amarzing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1—4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and

encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word
of life to all the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all
reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation (local areas of ecological concern may
be named). Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war,
conflict, disease, famine, and disaster (especially). Guide the work of relief agencies and
peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know
they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents
of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the
body of Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Y our steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of
this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC



* OFFERING SONG
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in
you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this
in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to
the day or season, concluding.) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san- na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes

Dz 1 = i i
ALY j ! - j i =
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION

With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this
is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of
me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and
renew life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you
come forward, you will receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel
as you are able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are
other special needs, please speak to an usher.)



* POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

* POST COMMUNION SONG

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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3 “Go, my chil -dren., fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Here my Spir-it's pow -er
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filled you, here his

ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share

your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

* BLESSING

And now a blessing: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, =+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

* CELEBRATIONS!




* CLOSING SONG

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;

2 Thanks we

give and

ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful

sound.

3 Sav - ior, when your love shallcall us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, ftri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a-bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 18231903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

* SENDING
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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