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Sunday, December 18th, 2022 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT / 10:00 AM 

 

* CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them 

to the one who is merciful and just. 

          Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 

paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 

creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 

we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 

Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By 

water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your 

sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 
… song continues… 

 
* - Congregation Stands   (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



 
 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 

promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 3Restore us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 4O LORD God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

        (psalm continues…) 
 



 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

 18And so will we never turn away from you; 

  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7 (see back of bulletin for text) 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING 

          Refrain:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!  (Repeat) 

 

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king; 

We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!    (Repeat 

Refrain) 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

The Chrismon Trees (on the Alter Wall) 

 

Scripture Reading – Revelation 22:12-14, 17  

Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with Me, and I will give to everyone according 

to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning 

and the End. Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the 

tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. The Spirit and the bride say, 

Come! And let him who hears say, Come! Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever 

wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. 

  

Reading: 

The Chrismon tree becomes a symbol of our Lord inside our church sanctuary.  The 

evergreen trees has been the symbol of Christmas and the center of holiday festivals for 

centuries.  The word Chrismon is a combination of the words Christ and monogram.  

Therefore, it is a monogram or symbol of Christ.  Designs are centuries old, often as old 

as the Bible itself. They represent, in symbolic form, the heritage of all Christians.  Each 

are made with two symbolic colors: white, showing Jesus’ purity and Gold, symbolizing 

His Royal Majesty.  The lights on the tree will represent each person who is in the body 

of Christ here in our church and around the world.  German legend says that Martin 

Luther introduced the idea of the Christmas tree when he was so taken by the sight of 



stars over a beautiful fir tree one evening that he cut down a tree, brought it home and 

decorated it with candles to remind his family of Christ’s birth. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG – “O CHRISTMAS TREE” (verses 1 & 4) 

1) O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree! Your leaves are so unchanging; 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree! Your leaves are so unchanging; 

Not only green when summer’s here, But also when it’s cold and drear. 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree!Your leaves are so unchanging! 

 

      4)    O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree! How richly God has decked thee! 

             O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree! How richly God has decked thee! 

             You bid us true and faithful be, And trust in God unchangingly. 

             O Christmas Tree, O Christmas Tree! How richly God has decked thee! 

 

POINSETTIAS 

Scripture Reading – John 3:16-17 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 
Reading: 

Most Christmas greenery reflects European traditions.  But one colorful plant, which looks like a 

flaming star, the poinsettia, is native to the American continent. The Poinsettia is a many-

pointed star that has become a symbol of the Star of Bethlehem.  The beautiful poinsettia is 

symbolic of the many images of the nativity of Jesus.  The star-shaped leaves tell of the star that 

announced the Savior’s birth.  The crimson red foretells of the blood that Jesus will shed on the 

cross for the sake of a new covenant with God.  The plant is a vivid reminder that the babe of 

Bethlehem became the Savior of the world, giving his life that we may be set free from sin and 

death.  We now place the Poinsettia plants in church, where we share in the body and blood of 

our Risen Christ Jesus. 
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

 
 

… song continues … 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Matthew 1:18-25  

A reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

(see back of bulletin for text) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
… song continues … 



 
 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power 

of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the  

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He 

has spoken through the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give 

discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our 

fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. 

Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats 

in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer.   

God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all 

people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and 

human rights, especially Amnesty International (others may be named). God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and 

those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing 

hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

(prayers continue…) 

God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for 

gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. 

Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery (especially). God, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine 

upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into 

your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

* OFFERING SONG - "WE ARE AN OFFERING" 

 
 

 

 

 

 



* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers 

of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through 

Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

          And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

          We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

          It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate 

to  the  

day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear!  Come! Here is your God, who has come to save you.   

We come. 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew 

life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you come forward, you 

will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are 

able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 

 

* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing 

heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 

promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us 

toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 



* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds 

us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

* CLOSING SONG 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 
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