
REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving Absecon - Galloway Township 

Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor 

Brian Conover - Music Director 

 

Sunday, January 9th, 2022 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD / 8:30 & 10:00 AM 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 

 

 

 

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 
 

 

 

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 



Let us pray:  Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful 

in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, calls us by name. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have 

turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We 

have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to 

show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the 

things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of 

your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 

 

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants 

of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live 

as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 29 

 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 



 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke: 

 (for text of reading, see back of bulletin) 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



SERMON 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 
 

* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the 

church, the world, and all that God has made. 

A brief silence. 

By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good 

news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, that all 

people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all 

bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean water for all, and 

protect the land from drought and flood. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect 

vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation 

for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will 

not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. 

Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly 

baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, 

worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called 

by name into your eternal embrace (especially). Comfort us in grief and release us from 

fear. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 

prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING 

 

* OFFERING SONG 

 
 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new 

beginnings and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this 

heavenly food, and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ 

our light. Amen. 

 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive  

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 

 We come. 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew 

life are invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you come forward, you 

will receive bread and a pre-filled cup of wine.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are 

able, and receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, 

please speak to an usher.) 

 

* POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen  

 

* POST COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray:  We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of 

your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened 

with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over 

you, and who calls you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



* CLOSING SONG 

 

 
 

* SENDING 

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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