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Pastor’s Message 
"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen"  

(Hebrews 11:1) 

 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As we enter a new year, the author of Hebrews reminds us that “faith is directed toward 

the future, and hope is faith in that future. Christian hope is the expectation and comfort of 

knowing and experiencing the presence of God and Christ as we move into the unknown.”1 God 

promises this in Jeremiah 29:11 "For I know the plans I have for you... plans to give you hope 

and a future" (Hallowell). Entering a new year provides us with an opportune moment to reflect 

on our aspirations and hopes for the year ahead. We have invited you, during this season after the 

Epiphany, to share your hopes and aspirations for 2025 by writing them stars. The stars will then 

be added to our wall tree in the sanctuary. It is an opportunity for us to individually embrace our 

hopes while collectively sharing them with one another. As we discovered with our leaves of 

gratitude in November, we have much in common that unites us. In a world often marked by 

uncertainty, division, and turmoil, the Bible offers profound guidance through its verses that 

speak of new beginnings and divine promises. Isaiah 43:19 reminds us, "I am doing a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?" This rhetorical question challenges us to open our 

hearts and minds to the transformative possibilities that God lays before each of us. Such 

scriptural reflections compel us to consider how we can embrace change together with faith 

rather than fear. As we anticipate joy and peace in believing (Romans 15:13), may we hold 

tightly to these promises while fostering resilience within ourselves and others. Let each 

prayerful hope for the coming year be steeped in faith—committing not merely to survive it but 

thrive together under God's abiding care.  

 

Be … a blessing, 

P. Heidi 

 
1*https://oakridgebiblechapel.org/hope-hebrews-111/#:~:text=In%20Hebrews%2011:1%20we,expectation%20of%20God%20and%20Christ 
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The Season of Epiphany serves as a bridge between the birth of Jesus and his passion.  Each 

Sunday the Scripture readings focus on the early life and ministry of Jesus and offer us revelations of God’s 

glory as we follow the Light of the World, Jesus Christ.  Congregations remember his baptism in the Jordan 

River; his first miracle at the Wedding of Cana; his return to the Temple of his hometown, Nazareth; his 

call to the first disciples (and to us!) to follow him as fishers of men; and the great Sermon of “Blessed are” 

and “Woe to.”  Most readings are taken this year from chapters 3-6 of St. Luke’s Gospel.  

The sequence of Sundays each year is determined by the movable date of Easter Sunday.  Since 

The Resurrection of Our Lord comes late in 2025 (April 20) there will be seven Sundays after The Day 

of Epiphany (January 6).  The First Sunday after Epiphany always celebrates The Baptism of Our Lord; 

and the Last Sunday after Epiphany always celebrates The Transfiguration of Our Lord. These Sundays 

are called “Festival Sundays.”  The appointed color white means purity and completeness.  These Festivals 

are representations of “Christ’s purity before his Father which becomes our purity” and emphasizes the joy 

of the Resurrection.  The six in-between Sundays, not being Festival Sundays, are numbered and called 

Sundays after Epiphany.  They have the appointed color green, the color of growth… “a neutral color, but 

there is nothing colorless about our need to grow and mature as disciples of Jesus.” 

In 2025 the date February 2 happens to fall on a Sunday and therefore will be celebrated as The 

Presentation of Our Lord.  RLC is blessed by this happenstance as that date is our scheduled Annual 

Congregational Meeting Day.  After 40 days from his birth, Mary and Joseph bring the Infant Jesus to the 

Temple for Blessing (Presentation) and encounter Anna and Simeon. Simeon’s humble, contemplative 

response of consolation describes Jesus as “light for the nations.” 

 The Season of Epiphany, -- beginning with the manifestation of Christ to the Magi, emphasizing 

the public ministry of Jesus, celebrating the feasts of the Lord’s baptism, presentation, and transfiguration 

-- therefore provides “vistas across the season to glance back to Bethlehem’s manger and forward to 

Calvary’s cross.”  On March 5, Ash Wednesday arrives, and the Season of Lent begins, a continuation in 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Lord. 

 

Resources from:  

• The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973, Augsburg-Fortress. 

• Sundays and Seasons 2025 Year C, Augsburg-Fortress. 

• lcms.org 

 

Nunc dimittis – “Song of Simeon” 

Lord, now lettest thou 

 thy servant depart in peace, according 

to thy word:  

For mine eyes have seen  

thy salvation,  

Which thou hast prepared  

before the face of all people;  

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 

glory of thy people Israel. 

Luke 3:29-32, KJV 
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ANNUAL MEETING      
 

The Reformation Lutheran Church will hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 2, 2025.  

On that morning, there will be one 10:00am worship service, after which the Annual Congregational 

Meeting will take place in the Sanctuary.   

At the conclusion of the meeting, Food and Fellowship will follow in the Parish Hall.  Please plan 

to attend.  Pastor Heidi and the church Council will review the ministry of the past year 2024 and present 

an outlook of ministry for 2025.  Your participation in the discussions and decisions among our church 

family helps to determine a Council Roster, a Proposed Spending Plan (Budget), and a faithful witness to 

our Christian journey together. 

 

**************************************************************************** 

Blanche Harffey Higher Education Fund 

APPLICATIONS 
are available for Academic Year 2025 – 2026. 

Find them online on the church website. 

https://www.rlc.church/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ReformationLutheranNJ 

 

Reformation Lutheran and Grace Lutheran churches are eligible to apply. 

The Deadline for submitting these applications is March 31, 2025. 

*************************************************************************** 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

7:00 pm, Wednesday, March 5, 2025  

(Ecumenical Community Service, pending) 

Imposition of Ashes 

Holy Communion 

 

 “The Lenten Season begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts 40 days (excluding Sundays 

which are always feasts in celebration of the resurrection.) Lent – the word originally 

meant “spring” – is to be understood as a time to reflect upon baptism, a time for rebirth 

and renewal in preparation for the celebration of Easter.  The traditional color of Lent 

is purple, to suggest somberness and solemnity.” 

 

(Excerpt from The Church Year, Calendar and Lectionary, 1973, Augsburg-Fortress,) 
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Recent Events at RLC 
Photos shown here reveal some of the ministry and church activity since summer gardening time; Youth 

Group “ACTS 29”; St. Michael and All Angels suncatchers, “Feed the Northeast,” a Thrivent food pantry 

project; a Reformation Sunday visit from Martin Luther and friends; the monthly service of Word and 

Sacrament at “The Shores” in Ocean City; the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service; and Christmas… 

 

   


